
  

Welcome to the 

 

The 100th  

Anniversary Celebration 

of the 

Walnut Avenue  

Christian Church 

Celebrating 100 Years of the 

Amazing Grace of Jesus Christ 

 
“Let us therefore come boldly 

unto the throne of grace that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace 

to help in time of need.”  
Hebrews 4:16 

 
 

October 7th to 9th, 2016 
 
 
 

 

 



PASTOR 

REV. JAMES P. CASSIDY 

 

WALNUT AVENUE CHRISTIAN 

CHURCH  

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Chairman – Rev. James P. Cassidy 

DEACONS 

Anthony Gualtieri 

Rev. Alice DePetris-Feucht 

TRUSTEES 

Marguerita Whistler - President 

Beth Myrtle - Treasurer 

Judith Vargas - Secretary 

 

 

 



Schedule of Events 
 

Oct. 7th - Friday Night Service – 7 PM 

Rev. Ron Warne, I.F.C.A. District Overseer  

Niagara Mohawk District 

Dessert & Coffee Following 

Oct. 8th - Saturday Morning Service – 10 AM 

Bishop Jesse Scott of Word of Life Ministries 

Dismiss for a free afternoon 

Oct. 8th - Saturday Evening Service – 7 PM 

Bishop Evelyn Parmer 

Bethlehem Revival Temple 

Dessert & Coffee Following 

Oct. 9th - Sunday Morning Service – 11 AM 

Rev. Michael Player 

General Overseer of the International  

Fellowship of Christian Assemblies 

 

Oct.9th - Anniversary Celebration Dinner -2 PM 

COMO RESTAURANT - 2220 Pine Avenue 

Family Style Dinner – by reservation 



WEEKLY CHURCH SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY 

9:45 AM Bible Study for Children   

and Adults 

Nursery 

11:00 AM   Sunday Worship Service 

      Junior Church & Nursery 

WEDNESDAY 

7:00 PM    Adult Bible Study  

SATURDAY 

7:00 AM Prayer 

 

If you don’t have a home church 

Come join us!! 



Ministries of the Church 

153 Outreach Ministry 

Pastor Cassidy & Owen Reid 

Prayer Team 

Rev. Alice DePetris-Feucht and Pastor Cassidy 

Agape Soup Kitchen & Food Pantry 

Susan & Tom Burns 

Essence of the Home  

Susan Metro & Mary DeBacco 

Men’s Ministry  

Tom Burns & Owen Reid 

Women’s Ministry 

Melissa Reid & Stacey Vogel 

Praise & Worship Team 

Carolyn Babcock 

  Sunday School         Ushers 

    Mary DeBacco   Oscar Vargas 



Walnut Ave Christian Church 
Statement of Fundamental Truths 

 
The Scriptures:  

We believe the Bible is God-breathed and without error, to which nothing can be added 

or taken away.  It is the only and perfect order of our faith and manner of living, and is 

superior to conscience and reason.                          

 II Peter 1:21; II Timothy 3:16-17; Romans 1:16  

The One True God:  

We believe there is only one living and true God, eternal with unlimited power, Creator 

of all things; and in one God are three distinct persons; the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit. 

Ephesians 4:6; Matthew 28:19; I John 5:7 (KJV)  

Jesus Christ:  

We believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is truly God and truly man.  He was born of 

a virgin, lived a sinless life, suffered death on the cross for the sins of man and rose from 

the dead on the third day.  He will soon return to this world and rapture all Christians to 

be with Him in heaven. After the tribulation, He will rule as King over all the earth for 

one thousand years of peace, before the establishment of new heavens and a new earth 

where righteousness dwells.  John 1:14; Luke 1:27-35; I Peter 3:18; Acts 1:9-11; I 

Thessalonians 4:16-17; 5:9; I Corinthians 15:51-54  

Man – His Fall and Salvation: 

We believe man was created good, but fell by willful transgression.  Jesus Christ is the 

only means to salvation for all those who experience “repentance toward God, and faith 

toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Each person must be born again by the Spirit of God.  

This new birth is the only means to enter the Kingdom of God.  The inward evidence of 

the believer’s salvation is the direct witness of the Spirit.  Genesis 1:26-31; 3:1-7; 

Romans 5:12-21; John 3:16; I John 5:11; John 3:5 Acts 20:21; John 1:12-13; Romans 

8:16  

The Church – Her Composition, Ordinances, and Ministry: 

We believe the church of Christ is both local and universal, but consists solely of those 

who through the new birth are in Christ, Matthew 13:24-30; John 3:3, 5   

 

We believe it is the primary mission of the church to proclaim the gospel of Christ to the 

world, and that all morally and scripturally correct means should be used to influence 

people to commit themselves to Christ. I Corinthians 15:3-4; John 3:16; II Peter 3:13; I 

Corinthians 9:22; Galatians 1:6-11;I Corinthians 2:2 

 

We believe all who have repented of sin and believe in Christ as Savior should observe 

the ordinance of water baptism.  Baptism should be administered in t the name of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit by one recognized as a minister. Matthew 28:19; Acts 10:47; 

Romans 6:4 

 

We believe Christians should regularly observe the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper as a 

memorial of His death, a witness to the believers’ unity, and a reminder of His soon 

return, the bread and fruit of the vine are only symbols of the body and blood of our 

Lord. I Corinthians 11:20; Matthew 26:16-29;I Corinthians 11:26; 10:16-17 

 



(Continued from previous page) 

 

The Christian – His Lifestyle:  

We believe that the Christian is credited with our Lord’s sanctification.  By the power of 

the Holy Spirit, the Christian can live in victory over sinful behavior, though never 

sinless nor free from temptation.  The outward evidence of his salvation is his life of 

righteousness.  Important to this evidence is a life completely free of drunkenness, illegal 

drug use, homosexuality, fornication, and other forms of an immoral lifestyle. Hebrews 

12:14; Romans 8:13; I Corinthians 1:30; Hebrews 6:1; I John 2:3-6; I Corinthians 6:9-10 

   

 

We believe the Christian must daily fortify himself against the attempts of Satan and his 

host of evil spirits to tempt the believer to fall.  Isaiah 14:12; Ephesians 6:11-18; Daniel 

10:12-13; I Peter 5:8-9; II Corinthians 11:14; James 4:7  

 

We believe that every Christian should give himself zealously to the proclamation of the 

gospel of Jesus Christ, because all those who are saved will spend eternity in heaven, 

whereas all those who reject Christ are destined for eternal damnation, along with Satan 

and his hosts. Romans 10:14-15; Matthew 28:19-20; II Timothy 4:5; Ephesians 4:11; II 

Corinthians 5:11, 14; Matthew 24:14, 25:41; II Peter 2:4   

We believe the most important attribute of the Christian lifestyle is love, Love from God 

allows us to love other Christians, sinners, and even our enemies. This love is our 

motivation to win souls to Christ.  Luke 6:32-35; Romans 13:8; I Corinthians 13:1; John 

13:35; I John 3:14  

 

The Promises of God: 

We believe that God provides power for life and service through the baptism in the Holy 

Spirit.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit is received distinct from the new birth, and its 

initial evidence is speaking in tongues, a language one has never known. Acts 1:4-5 2:38-

39; 19:1-7; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:4; 10:44-46; 2:42-43; James 3:1-10 

 

We believe healing from sickness, with or without the services of a physician, is the will 

of God provided in the atonement for all believers in proportion to their faith and in 

response to prayer through the laying on of hands.  Isaiah 53:4; Matthew 8:16-17; Luke 

17:14; John 9:6-7; Luke 18:42; James 5:14; Mark 16:18; Acts 19:12  

 

 

 

 



 

THE CHARTER MEMBERS OF THE 

CHURCH 

(From the earliest record available) 

Mr. Cosmo Ciampaglia 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Vallacorse 

Mr. & Mrs. William Vallacorse 

Mr. & Mrs. Angleo Bolea 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Nardello 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Forcucci 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Parone 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Melidonia 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Petrolino 

Mr. & Mrs. Sabittino Emelio 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Semboli 

Mr. & Mrs. Calantonia 

Mr. Joseph DeSimone 

Mr. Leonard Colucci 

Mr. Leonard DeLaura 

Mr. Robert Hardy 

Mr. Guerino Tornino 

 

 



 

THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 

OF NORTH AMERICA, NOW THE 

INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN 

ASSEMBLIES 

The origin of the CCNA is rooted in the Italian Pentecostal 

Movement which had its inception in Chicago, IL, in 1907, 

a part of the larger outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the 

turn of the century.  

 

12 Articles of Faith, which were adopted at the first 

Convention of the churches in 1927 at Niagara Falls, N.Y., 

brought a new sense of unity to the Movement. A second 

cohesive factor was the rather universal understanding that 

the churches' Purpose for Being was: Missions, a factor 

reflected in the Movement's initial incorporation in 1948 as 

"The Missionary Society of the Christian Church of North 

America."  

 

In 1963, recognizing the emergence of the Movement from 

a single ethnic to a multi-ethnic Body, and the obligations 

of growth to provide supportive ministries for the nurture 

of the Body, as well as reaching out to the unevangelized, 

the Movement was restructured and became known as the 

"General Council" of the Christian Church of North 

America. 

 

 



  PASTORS 

WHO SERVED THE CHURCH 

Rev. Maxmillian Tosetto       1916-1944 

Rev. Louis Terragnoli           1928-1944 

Rev. Alfred Palma          1944-1955 

Rev. Peter Miccoli          1955-1956 

Rev. Anthony Caprino          1957-1963 

Rev. Louis DeCaro          1963-1969 

Rev. John DelTurco          1969-1979 

Rev. Gary Mullineniux 

Rev. Robert Pelfrey 

Rev. Ambrose Cuppetelli 

Rev. Daniel Farina         1982-1986 

Rev. Michael Brown         1986-2002 

Rev. Stephen Lach         2002-2003 Interim 

Rev. James P. Cassidy         2002-Present 

                                         



OUR CHURCH HISTORY 

The Walnut Avenue Christian Church’s beginning dates back to the 

year 1915, when a group of Italian converts began to meet at the 

American Pentecostal Church, under the leadership of a devout 

Christian couple:  Mr.  & Mrs. Joseph Vallacorse. 

Weeks later a group of families from the Pekin and Holly churches 

moved to the city of Niagara Falls, NY. Together they organized an 

Italian Bible class, lead by Mr. Leonard Colucci.  The 25 members 

met at this church for about a year. 

In 1916, the Rev. Maximillian Tosetto of the Italian Assembly 

Church, Chicago, Illinois became the first pastor.  The first services 

were held at the Vallacorse home at: 1919 Walnut Ave.     

As the congregation grew, The Rev. Louis Terragnoli was invited to 

serve as the first associate pastor and played a great part in erecting 

the first church building at 631-19
th
 St.   

The first 12 Articles Of Faith were adopted at the first Convention of 

churches in 1927 at Niagara Falls, NY. 

Groundbreaking for the second church building took place in 1958 at 

the corner of Walnut Avenue & 28
th
 St. (601-28

th
 St.), the present 

location.  

In 1968, Niagara Christian Academy was birthed at the desire of the 

congregation, for a place of refuge for their children. The Rev. John 

DelTurco was pastor at the time.  Ellanet Ventresca.  Later, Small 

Beginnings Child Care Center was opened on Niagara Street, to 

provide for the growing needs of working mothers and teachers.  

Karen Aldrich was the Director and later Susan Pennington-Burns 

(while Principal at NCA as well.). 



Pastor James P. Cassidy & Family 

In 2003, Rev. James Cassidy left a successful career in the 

construction industry to become pastor of our church.  We 

thank God for bringing him and his family to Niagara 

Falls. We have been very blessed by Pastor’s humility and 

gifting’s as:  Pastor, Evangelist, Teacher and Musician. 

He studies the Word of God diligently and will not 

compromise; for this we are eternally grateful.   He has 

reached out to the community of Niagara Falls, to offer 

the message of Salvation, through the cross of Jesus 

Christ.  He is always there to lend an ear and minister to 

the needs of each individual; our shepherd watches over 

his flock, day and night. 

His lovely wife Pamela has worked in Women’s Ministry, 

with the children and the teenage young men and women 

in the church, as their Sunday school teacher. She also has 

served on the Board of Trustees of Niagara Christian 

Academy.   Her first ministry though has been to support 

her husband and care for her family; in all this she has 

been a wonderful godly example to the women in the 

church.  She also has home schooled all of her children. 

The Cassidy’s have been blessed with three children:  

Hannah, a Junior at Evangel University, with a heart for 

the needy.   Jimmy, a fine godly young man and high 

school student at age 17, Charis is a happy 7 year old, 

Elementary student, who loves Jesus.   



Rev. Alice DePetris-Feucht’s Story 

Alice has been a member for 61 years, the longest of anyone in our 

church and shared with us her story:   It all began with a visit to a 

church on 19
th
 Street in 1955:  The Italian Christian Church.  As she 

entered she recognized the tune (having been raised Pentecostal), but 

found the words foreign; indeed they were singing in Italian.  She 

recognized the Spirit of God and loved the brethren from the 

“Singing/Praying Church”, as it was known in the community. 

The converts, many of them from the Catholic Church were so 

grateful for their newfound faith and freedom that they were faithful 

to attend Services and serve in the church.  She recalled the Sunday 

School Department growing to 150 people as people yearned for 

more knowledge of God’s Holy Word.  Many of the youth in the 

church went to Youth Camp and were baptized in the Holy Spirit.  

Their friendships lead to many marriages within the church. 

Rev. DePetris-Feucht is currently our Adult Sunday School Teacher, 

along with her husband Guenter and is a Deacon, Elder and Prayer 

Chain Leader.  She has served in the church as: Teacher of young 

Sunday School students, Women’s Ministry Leader etc.…  

For over five decades, she has been a credential holder with the 

CCNA (now the IFCA) and is a licensed Minister.  In the past Alice 

had served as the Niagara Mohawk District Women’s Leader for 10 

years and the National Women’s Ministry Vice-President for 5 years. 

Alice praises the many special pastors of the Walnut Avenue 

Christian Church, who were great orators and lead the people to 

glorify God.  Their encouragement and leadership was instrumental 

in her success and giftings. 

In 2002 Alice was wed to Guenter Feucht, who has been a loving 

and supportive husband.  God always provides what we need.  We 

thank God for her wisdom, kindness and love.  Her strong faith has 

won her the victory over the difficulties of life. 



 

 

Charles Tamborello’s Memories 

Chuck has been a member for 70 years!  He 

remembers attending the Italian Christian Church on 

19
th
 Street as a young boy, at about 10 years old, even 

when his father stopped going to church for a while, 

he made them go and Chuck is so grateful for that.  

His father Charles did volunteer at the City Mission in 

the Falls, along with Joe Donofro, to help feed the 

needy.  Eventually his father came back and they 

attended as a family.   

It didn’t come without ridicule from his and his 

brother’s friends though, for being “different” and 

going to that “Holy Roller” church.  People would 

open the front doors and throw tomatoes in. 

He said that the original Sunday School classrooms 

were divided by sheets, in the 19
th
 Street Church. 

Chuck followed in training up his children in the way 

they should go, with his wife Peggy.  They are faithful 

members of our church and a shining example to all 

of us. 



Memorable Stories 

Mark Hatfield - A young man in the church was 

diagnosed with a brain tumor.  His mother prayed for 

him the night before brain surgery was scheduled and 

God healed him!!  She told the doctors to do another 

scan and there was no more tumor!!  Mark went on to 

be a noted Psychiatrist in Texas. 

Maria & Gerlando LaPorta – Sister Lucy Coletti 

lead Maria to the Lord and she prayed for Gerlando’s 

salvation.  One night Gerlando was walking home 

from work and noticed that as he approached their 

home, that it looked as if every light in the house was 

on; when he came in the door he was irate and ready 

to ask Maria:  “Why are you using so much 

electricity?”  Then, he noticed that she was sitting in 

the dark praying.  The Glory of God had illuminated 

their home, as it did for many years and even outside 

of their home.  Gerlando was saved and lived a godly 

life for many years. 

Maria and Gerlando would hand out tracks, as they 

made their way up and down Pine Avenue on their 

way to and from the City Market.  Who knows how 

many souls were brought to Christ through their 

personal ministry.  After Gerlando passed away, Larry 

Sklarski would buy Maria the tracks to hand out.   



(Memorable Stories Continued) 

Anthony DeGregorio, was a masterful singer and the 

Song Leader at WACC.  His one daughter Gina Rizzo 

played the piano and the other, Palma Galvano played 

the organ.  He was multi-talented as well:  he was a 

Chef and very artistic.  He painted the mural above 

the Baptismal, along with his son John.   

Marilyn Monroe and Joseph Cotton were in town 

filming the movie “NIAGARA”, and came to the 

restaurant that he worked for dinner.   He made them 

a sumptuous meal and then came out of the kitchen 

and sang them a song, like a “Crooner”, which they 

loved. 

Rev. Anthony Caprino was ahead of his time as far 

as health and nutrition and said that you shouldn’t eat 

sugar. 

Rev. Alice DePetris-Feucht – One day Alice was in 

the bank making a transaction, when a young man 

jumped up on teller window and demanded money.  

Automatically she began to call upon the name of the 

Lord and pray in tongues.  The man was so surprised 

and convicted by the Spirit of God that he ran out the 

door.  Hallelujah!! 



Memorable Stories Continued) 

Rev. John DelTurco – Sister Alice recalls Pastor 

going up to a man in a wheelchair before Service one 

Sunday and praying for him; during the Service he 

was healed and stood up and got out of his 

wheelchair.   

Pastor DelTurco was such a proper man that he 

always wore a tie, even to mow the lawn.  One day 

the Sunday School class bought him a 10 foot long 

tie.   Everyone got a good laugh out of that!! 

Christmas Kindness – The women in the church 

would make cookies at Christmastime and do a cookie 

exchange.  Then, dozens of extra cookies were plated 

up and brought to the shut-ins.  I remember going to 

see Sister Bolea and after we had sung Christmas 

Carols for her, she sang a song for us:  “This World is 

Not My Home”. 

Bill and Albert Frey – When Bill and Alberta Frey 

were looking for a home; Alberta just loved a little 

house on 28
th
 Street.  She made a promise to God that 

“If we can get approved for a mortgage on this house, 

I’ll go to that church on the corner.”  That church was 

Walnut Ave. and she and her family became members 

of the church.  That was over 50 years ago!! 



Missionaries That We Support: 

 

Ray & Kathy Bucciarelli 

REACH 1040 WINDOW 

Michael 

Gardner – 

Germany 

                                                                                                  

Lawrence & 

Mary Hallahan – Guyana 

 

Nancy Hudson –  

    South Africa 

 

     

 J.T. Norman – India 



 

 

712 E. MARKET STREET 

NIAGARA FALLS, NY  14301     282-0644 

Homestyle food in a  

“cozy and relaxing environment.” 

 



Time Cleaners & Expert Tailors 

Number 1 in Quality & Service 
 

2526 Pine Avenue 

Niagara Falls, NY  14301 
 

716-282-3525 

 

Joseph D’Angelo & Gus Mangione 

Owners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Congratulations To  

My Church 

On Your 100 Year Anniversary!! 

 

To God Be the Glory!! 



 

 

 

 

 We are here for you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OSCAR VARGAS 

General Contracting          
P.O. Box 734 

Niagara Falls, NY   

 

Ovargasjr11@gmail.com 

 

716-418-5791     

                            

**BRIGHT STAR** 

CONTRACTING 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Ovargasjr11@gmail.com


Notes 
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 MANY THANKS TO: 

The 100
th

 Anniversary  

Celebration Committee 

Co-Chairs: Susan Metro & Mary DeBacco 

Tickets:  Pamela Cassidy 

Refreshments:  Madeline Casero 

Decorations:  Stacey Vogel & Melissa Reid 

Power Point Presentation:  Larry Sklarski 

 

THE PRAISE & WORSHIP TEAM 

Pastor Cassidy 

Carolyn Babcock 

Tom Coram 

Joe BenJella 

Greg Babcock 

Larry Sklarski - Projection 

Aaron BenJella – Sound 



Thank you for joining us for this time of 

praising the Lord Jesus Christ for all that He 

has done through this ministry for  

100 years. 

 

 
 

“Let us therefore come boldly unto the 

throne of grace that we may obtain 

mercy, and find grace to help in time of 

need.” Hebrews 4:16 


